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CURATORIALNOTE

In hisworks,Ajit KumarDas(b.1957) braidstwo strandsof artisticpractices: one,hisprofoundartisanalknowledgeandskillsin traditional textile, whichhe acquiredduringhisdecades-longprofessional
associationwith the ²ŜŀǾŜǊǎΩServiceCentres(WSCs)asa master-craftsman,and the other, his ambition and aestheticaspirationto usethe traditional mediumof textile for creativeself-expression.
Theexhibitionof his recent works,most of which the artist hasnot shownbefore, is centredaroundnature, which is understoodboth asthe blamelessbeautyof natural worldsςbirds,seasonsand
flowersςandthe penchantfor naturalfabricanddyesin whichhisaestheticchoicefor mediumfindsa deeperconnectionto the contemporarydiscourseof ecologyandsustainability.

Ajit KumarDaswasborn in Tripurato a humbletraditional washermanfamily. Hegrewup surroundedby tubsof water andclothes,often naturallydyedin bright orangefor the localVaishnavapeople
andmendicants. Naturalcolours' beautyand uniquesmells,whichspurnedhis early interest in textiles,grew strongerover time, leadinghim to becomeone of India'sfinest artistsworkingin natural
dye. His works, which delight us with their simplicity and visual charm, strike a delicate balancebetween the honesty and delicacyof traditional art and the urge of an individual artist for
experimentationandcreativeimagination. Hishand-paintedfabricworkson displaysimultaneouslyenchantandassureus,makingusfeel at homein the rapidlychanging,perilousworld.

In the early1970s,Dasmovedto Bengalfrom Tripura,joininga blockprinting factoryat Srerampore, famousfor its craft in EasternIndia. In Sreramporeand,later, in WSCs,wherehe workedfor more
than four decadesin different provincesςGujarat,AssamandBengalςhe immersedhimselfin the rich, re-rejuvenatedworld of Indianhandmadetextiles,learningthe elaborateandintricatemethods
directly from the masterartisansacrossthe country. While in Ahmedabad,he excelledin SodagoriBlockPrintingand took in-depth lessonsin Kalamkariunder legendaryJ GurappaChettyand M
Kailashamin AndhraPradesh. Adaptingartisan skills and knowledgeto meet the modern urban demandsin India and abroad was the trait of severalpost-independencegovernment-run craft
institutions, includingthe WSCsfounded in 1957. Combiningthe earlier Swedeshispirit of revivalismwith the new modernist outlook of the Nehruvianera, the WSCsaimed to modernizeIndian
handloomand handmadetextilesand givethem a contemporaryrelevance. A vibrant institute for research,educationand experimentation,it brought into its folds many influential cultural figures,
from PupulJayakarandMulk RajAnandto KGSubramaniyanandGautamVaghela, openingup a fertile spacefor collaborationbetweenthe finest traditional artisansandart school-trained fine artists.
Thedesireto createa livingandmoderntextile art for Indiawasinfusedinto Das'sartisticambitionearlyon, informingthe aestheticsbehindhiswork throughouthislife.

Shyandsoft-spokenbut a keenlistenerand learner,Ajit KumarDashasbefriendedmanypeopleacrossthe art andcraft worlds. GautamVaghelaand legendarycraft revivalistandtextile conservator
MartandSinghwere amongstthe first to recognizehisartistic talentsandencouragedhim to pursuean independentcareerasa creativeartist parallelto his regularjob. Delightedto seethe brilliance
of hisuseof naturalcoloursandthe resonanceof traditional textile art in his innovativetextile works,MartandSinghshowedhiswork at the historicVishwakarmaExhibitionin Londonin 1982. In 1985,
he againchosehisAmbi(Paisley)andBirdMotifs, donein collaborationwith TansukhMahicha, who he calledhisGuru,for the Student'sFestivalin Sweden. Duringthis time, the birdsandthe natural
world beganto dominatehis pictorial imagination,relegatingthe decorativeimpulseof the traditional Kalamkariart to a corner. Besidesthis, his interactionswith eminent artists like HakuShah,KG
Subramanyan, and RitenMozumdarsignificantlyinfluencedhis artistic development. Insteadof imitating the patterns and designs,their insistenceon understandingtraditional art forms' complex
schemes,chromaticrelation,andrationalehelpedhim rediscovertheir potential,diffuseandtransformthem to createhisown style.

Bya largepond,whichsuppliesamplewater necessaryto preparenaturallydyedtextilesandhostsbirdsin its water andsurroundinggreenery,Ajit KumarDasworksin hisstudioin Birati, observingthe
beautyof nature. Althoughhe observesnatureclosely,it doesnot appearasa factual,faithful representationin hisworks. Instead,it takeson anunworldlylyricalbeauty,asif the wholework were the
songof a bird. Naturedoesnot existonlyoutside; the bird often singswithin, in the ever-bloomingtreesof the mind.

- ArkapravaBose



BIO

Ajit KumarDaswasborn in 1957in Tripurato a traditional washermanfamily who workedfor the royal familyof MaharajaUdaymanikya. Hecameto WestBengalaround1972andstartedhis first job
in a blockprinting unit in Srerampore. In 1980, he joined the ²ŜŀǾŜǊǎΩServiceCentres(WSCs),wherehe workedasa mastercraftsmanat WSCfor manyyearsin Ahmedabad,Guwahati,andKolkata,
until hisretirement from hisservicein 2017.

Hehasbeenthe subjectof manysoloexhibitions,includingthe one at NandanArt Gallery(KalaBhavana, Santiniketan, 1993); 'TheClothis Canvas'at EicherArt Gallery(NewDelhi,1997), 'Coloursof
Nature' at ICCR(Kolkata,2014), and manymore. Duringhis WSCyears,he participatedin numerousgroup showsand major historicalexhibitions,suchasthe Vishwakarma(London,1982), Sweden
Festival(1986), Animals(NewDelhi,1990s),all of them curatedby legendarycraft revivalistMartandSingh,andIndiaFestivalby Handicrafts& HandloomsExportsCorporationof IndiaLimited(Gallery
Lafayette,France,1994).

Hereceivedmanyawardsandhonours, notablythe Governmentof India'sNationalAwardin 1987andthe KalamaniAwardin 1993. Hisworksare part of significantinternationalcollections,including
the Victoria& AlbertMuseum,London; SarabhaiFoundation,India; CraftsMuseum,India; TheMuseumof FineArts,Hutsonandthe RoyalOntarioMuseum,Canada.
Ajit Daslivesandworksin Birati, North 24Pargana.



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Spring
Hand-painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, 
turmeric, fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin, night-flowering jasmine and madder on 
cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
73.6 x 43.7 in. (187 x 111 cm.)
2024, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
Signed and dated in English (lower right)

AB3508



Detail of Spring



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Courting under a ChapmaTree
Hand-painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from 
pomegranate rind, turmeric, fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin, 
and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
78.14 x 47.5 in. (198.5 x 120.7 cm.)
2020, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
Signed and dated in English (lower right)

AB3509



Detail of Courting under a ChapmaTree



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Spring in the Desert
Hand-painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate Hand-
painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric, 
fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
73.6 x 37.5 in. (187 x 95.5 cm.)
2024, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
Signed and dated in English (lower left)

AB3510



Detail of Spring in the Dessert



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Meeting by the side of the pond
Hand-painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric, 
fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
59.6 x 33.8 in. (151.4 x 86 cm.)
2022, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
Signed and dated in English (lower left)

AB3511



Detail of Meeting by the side of the pond



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Flying Birds
Hand-painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric, 
fermented iron solution, indigo, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
74 x 38.58 in. (188 x 98 cm.)
2021, North 24 Parganas, West Bengal
Signed and dated in English (lower right)
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Detail of Flying Birds


