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CURATORIANOTE

In hisworks, Ajit KumarDas(b.1957) braidstwo strandsof artistic practices one, his profound artisanalknowledgeand skillsin traditional textile, which he acquiredduringhisdecadedong professional
associationwith the 2 S | @ Sewkc&Centres(WSCsjs a mastercraftsman,and the other, his ambition and aestheticaspirationto usethe traditional medium of textile for creativeselfexpression

Theexhibition of his recentworks, most of whichthe artist hasnot shownbefore, is centred around nature, which is understoodboth asthe blamelessheauty of natural worlds ¢birds, seasonsand

flowers¢ andthe penchantfor naturalfabricanddyesin whichhisaestheticchoicefor mediumfindsa deeperconnectionto the contemporarydiscourseof ecologyand sustainability

Ajit KumarDaswasborn in Tripurato a humbletraditional washermanfamily. He grew up surroundedby tubs of water and clothes,often naturallydyedin bright orangefor the local Vaishnavgeople
and mendicants Natural colours beauty and unique smells,which spurnedhis early interest in textiles, grew strongerover time, leadinghim to becomeone of India'sfinest artists working in natural
dye. His works, which delight us with their simplicity and visual charm, strike a delicate balance between the honesty and delicacyof traditional art and the urge of an individual artist for
experimentationand creativeimagination Hishand-paintedfabricworkson displaysimultaneouslyenchantand assureus, makingusfeel at homein the rapidly changingperilousworld.

Inthe early1970s, Dasmovedto Bengalffrom Tripura,joining a block printing factory at Sreramporefamousfor its craft in Easternindia In Sreramporeand, later, in WSCswhere he worked for more
than four decadedn different provincesg Gujarat,Assamand Bengalg he immersedhimselfin the rich, re-rejuvenatedworld of Indianhandmadetextiles,learningthe elaborateandintricate methods
directly from the master artisansacrossthe country. While in Ahmedabad he excelledin SodagoriBlockPrintingand took in-depth lessonsin Kalamkariunder legendaryJ GurappaChetty and M
Kailashamin Andhra Pradesh Adapting artisan skills and knowledgeto meet the modern urban demandsin India and abroad was the trait of severalpostindependencegovernmentrun craft
institutions, includingthe WSCdounded in 1957. Combiningthe earlier Swedeshspirit of revivalismwith the new modernistoutlook of the Nehruvianera, the WSCsimedto modernizelndian
handloomand handmadetextiles and give them a contemporaryrelevance A vibrant institute for research ,educationand experimentation,it broughtinto its folds many influential cultural figures,
from PupulJayakaand Mulk RajAnandto KGSubramaniyamnd GautamVaghelaopeningup afertile spacefor collaborationbetweenthe finesttraditional artisansand art schoottrained fine artists
Thedesireto createalivingandmoderntextile art for Indiawasinfusedinto Das'sartisticambitionearlyon, informingthe aestheticdbehindhiswork throughouthislife.

Shyand soft-spokenbut a keenlistenerandlearner, Ajit KumarDashasbefriendedmany peopleacrossthe art and craft worlds GautamVaghelaand legendarycraft revivalistand textile conservator
Martand Singhwere amongstthe first to recognizehis artistic talentsand encouragechim to pursueanindependentcareerasa creativeartist parallelto hisregularjob. Delightedto seethe brilliance
of hisuseof naturalcoloursandthe resonanceof traditional textile art in hisinnovativetextile works,Martand Singhshowedhiswork at the historic VishwakarmaExhibitionin Londonin 1982 In 1985

he againchosehis Ambi (Paisleyynd Bird Motifs, donein collaborationwith TansukhMahichg who he calledhis Guru,for the Student'sFestivalin Sweden Duringthis time, the birdsandthe natural
world beganto dominate his pictorial imagination,relegatingthe decorativeimpulseof the traditional Kalamkariart to a corner. Besideghis, his interactionswith eminent artists like HakuShah KG
Subramanyanand Riten Mozumdarsignificantlyinfluencedhis artistic development Insteadof imitating the patterns and designstheir insistenceon understandingtraditional art forms' complex
schemeschromaticrelation,andrationalehelpedhim rediscovettheir potential, diffuseandtransformthemto createhisown style.

Byalargepond, whichsuppliesamplewater necessaryo preparenaturallydyedtextilesand hostsbirdsin its water and surroundinggreenery Ajit KumarDasworksin his studioin Birati, observinghe
beautyof nature. Althoughhe observesature closely,it doesnot appearasa factual, faithful representationin hisworks Instead,it takeson anunworldlylyricalbeauty,asif the whole work were the
songof abird. Naturedoesnot existonly outside the bird often singswithin, in the everbloomingtreesof the mind.

- ArkapravaBose



BIO

Ajit KumarDaswasbornin 1957in Tripurato atraditional washermanfamily who workedfor the royal family of MaharajaUdaymanikyaHe cameto WestBengalaround1972and started hisfirst job
in a block printing unit in Sreramporeln 1980, he joinedthe 2 S | @ Sevc&entres(WSCs)where he worked asa mastercraftsmanat WSCfor manyyearsin AhmedabadGuwahati,and Kolkata,
until hisretirementfrom hisservicein 2017.

He hasbeenthe subjectof manysolo exhibitions,includingthe one at NandanArt Gallery(KalaBhavanaSantiniketan 1993); 'The Clothis Canvasat EicherArt Gallery(New Delhi,1997), '‘Coloursof
Nature'at ICCRKolkata,2014), and many more. Duringhis WSCyears,he participatedin numerousgroup showsand major historicalexhibitions,suchasthe VishwakarmgLondon,1982), Sweden
Festival(1986), Animals(New Delhi,1990s), all of them curatedby legendarycraft revivalistMartand Singh,and India Festivaby Handicrafts& HandloomsExportsCorporationof IndiaLimited (Gallery
Lafayette France1994).

Hereceivedmanyawardsand honours notablythe Governmentof India'sNational Awardin 1987 andthe KalamaniAwardin 1993 Hisworksare part of significantinternational collections,including
the Victoria& Albert Museum,London SarabhaFoundation)ndig CraftsMuseum,India TheMuseumof FineArts, Hutsonandthe RoyalOntarioMuseum,Canada
Ajit Daslivesandworksin Birati, North 24 Pargana



Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Spring

Handpainted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind,
turmeric, fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin, nifjpdvering jasmine and madder on
cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.

73.6 x43.7in. (187 x 111 cm.)

2024, North 24ParganasWest Bengal

Signedand dated in English (lower right)

AB3508
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Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Courting under £hapmarree

Handpainted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from
pomegranate rind, turmeric, fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin,
and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.

78.14 x 47.5in. (198.5 x 120.7 cm.)

2020, North 24ParganasWest Bengal

Signedand dated in English (lower right)

AB3509
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Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Spring in thdesert

Handpainted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate Hand
painted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric,
fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
73.6 x37.51in. (187 x 95.5 cm.)

2024, North 24arganasWest Bengal

Signed and dated in English (lower left)

AB3510







Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Meeting by the side of the pond
Handpainted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric,

fermented iron solution, indigo, catechu, alizarin, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.
59.6 x 33.8in. (151.4 x 86 cm.)

2022, North 24ParganasWest Bengal

Signed and dated in English (lower left)

AB3511



& 0 WA
YO
' &7 ’/ e

A Nl iy
@/“&’7& A / .,4'

Jte AN
\ \»;
Wi

//' 7 /’"‘;-‘:‘“, k N ‘ N/ X 7).
L q,’N w}\/ AL
A ) \\N,n =

N e

Iy
{ /;

Set’ il of Meeting by the:




Ajit Kumar Das (b. 1957)

Flying Birds

Handpainted textile using a bamboo pen, brush and natural dyes derived from pomegranate rind, turmeric,
fermented iron solution, indigo, and madder on cotton cloth. Alum is used as a mordant.

74 x 38.58 in. (188 x 98 cm.)

2021, North 24arganasWest Bengal

Signedand dated in English (lower right)

AB3512






